WEDNESDAY,  OCTODER  5,  1977 

PART  III 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
HOUSING  AND 
URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

Federal  Housing  Commissioner 


MOBILE  HOMES 


Amendment  to  Construction  and  Safety 
Standards;  Interpretive  Bulletins 


54382 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


[4210-01] 
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CHAPTER  II— OFFICE  OF  ASSISTANT  SEC¬ 
RETARY  FOR  HOUSING — FEDERAL 
HOUSING  COMMISSIONER,  DEPART¬ 
MENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN  DE¬ 
VELOPMENT 

[Docket  No.  R  77-4651 

PART  280 — MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUC¬ 
TION  AND  SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Miscellaneous  Amendments 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  l')evelopment. 

ACTION :  Final  rule. 

SUMMARY:  This  final  rule  issues  six 
minor  amendments  to  the  Federal  Mobile 
Home  Construction  and  Safety  Stand¬ 
ards.  These  amendments  are  being  is¬ 
sued  to  clarify  certain  aspects  of  the 
standards,  and  to  remedy  a  potential 
life-safety  problem  that  now  exists  in 
the  standards. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE;  December  5, 1977. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Richard  A.  Mendlen,  Standards 
Branch,  Mobile  Home  Standards  Divi¬ 
sion,  OflBce  of  Neighborhoods,  Vol¬ 
untary  Associations  and  Consumer 
Protection,  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  451  Seventh 
Street,  SW.,  Room  4228,  Washington, 
D.C.  20410,  telephone  202-472-4710. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION; 
The  following  is  a  discussion  of  the 
amendments  being  made  to  the  Federal 
standards  for  mobile  homes: 

1.  Section  280.208(d)  is  being  amended 
to  preclude  the  placement  of  a  anoke 
detector  on  any  electrical  circuit  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  ground  fault  circuit  inter¬ 
rupter  (GFCI).  (See  §  280.806(b)).  This 
revision  is  being  made  to  assure  proper 
operation  of  smoke  detectors  since  cir¬ 
cuits  protected  by  a  GFCI  are  subject  to 
nuisance  tripping  of  the  circuit  breaker 
which  may  have  the  effect  of  making  the 
detector  inoperable  during  periods  of 
emergency.  It  is  necessary  to  make  this 
amendment  immediately  and  without 
public  comment  to  assure  that  the  fire 
protection  provided  by  smoke  detectors 
is  not  negated  by  nuisance  tripping  of  a 
GFCI. 

2.  Section  280.603(b)  (4)  (iii)  is  being 
amended  to  require  that  the  receptacle 
outlet  provided  for  the  use  of  an  electrical 
heat  tape  shall  not  be  protected  by  a 
GFCI.  This  amendment  also  makes  it 
clear  that  the  receptacle  outlet  shall  be 
located  on  the  underside  of  the  mobile 
home  within  two  feet  the  water  supply 
inlet.  The  location  provisions  were  origi¬ 
nally  provided  in  Interpretative  Bulletin 
G-1-76  as  published  in  the  Federal  Reg¬ 
ister  at  42  FR  962  on  January  4,  1977. 
Because  this  amendment  changes  por¬ 
tions  of  that  interpretation,  the  remain¬ 
ing  appropriate  requirements  with  re¬ 
spect  to  location,  have  been  incorporated 
into  this  amendment.  This  change  is  be¬ 


ing  made  since  the  nuisance  tripping 
problem  for  circuits  protected  by  a  GFCI 
may  negate  the  effectiveness  of  an  outlet 
provided  for  the  use  of  an  electrical  heq.t 
tape.  This  amendment  is  necessary  to 
assure  that  any  exposed  water  piping  is 
protected  against  freeezing. 

3.  Section  280.612(a)  is  being  amended 
to  correct  a  typographicjil  error  in  the 
requirement  for  pressure  testing  of  the 
water  piping  distribution  system  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  at  40  FR 
58777  on  December  18,  1975.  Because  the 
pressure  cited  under  former  state  and 
consensus  standards  for  mobile  homes 
reflected  the  correct  pressure,  the  in¬ 
dustry,  recognizing  the  error,  continued 
to  use  the  correct  pressure  for  performing 
the  test  under  the  Federal  program.  This 
typographical  error  was  previously  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  Department  in  public 
meetings  held  in  May  1976.  This  amend¬ 
ment  merely  reflects  the  current  and 
correct  practice  for  testing  the  water 
piping  system. 

4.  Section  280.705(1X3)  is  being 
amended  to  make  it  clear  that  manual 
shutoff  valves  required  to  be  installed  in 
the  gas  piping  system  are  intended  to 
permit  servicing  of  individual  appliances 
rather  than  to  function  as  primary  life- 
safety  devices  in  the  event  of  an  emer¬ 
gency.  This  change  is  consistent  with  the 
National  Mobile  Home  Advisory  Council 
recommendation  to  direct  occupants  to 
leave  the  mobile  home  in  the  event  of  an 
emergency  rather  than  to  remain  in  the 
home  and  attempt  to  control  the  spread 
of  leaking  gas.  Further,  a  master  shutoff 
valve  is  usually  provided  at  the  mobile 
home  site  in  conjunction  with  the  con¬ 
nection  of  the  gas  piping  to  the  utility 
service.  This  change  has  been  concurred 
in  by  the  National  Mobile  Home  Advisory 
Council.  The  confusion  with  respect  to 
this  issue  arose  because  the  language  “for 
shutoff  in  case  of  emergency”  was  added 
to  this  section.  As  discussed  in  Interpre¬ 
tative  Bulletin  H-3-77,  issued  on  May 
19, 1977,  this  language  was  intended  only 
to  stress  the  life-safety  aspects  of  the 
valve  and  not  to  change  the  substantive 
requirements,  as  some  have  interpreted 
the  language.  Since  the  language  was  not 
intended  to  have  a  substantive  effect  and 
has  only  caused  confusion,  it  is  being 
deleted. 

5.  Section  280.707  is  amended  by  add¬ 
ing  a  new  paragraph  (f )  to  make  it  clear 
that  external  switches,  remote  controls, 
and  emergency  disconnect  switches  are 
not  required  for  oil  fired  heating  equip¬ 
ment.  The  preamble  discussion  relating 
to  oil  fired  heating  equipment  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  on  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1975,  at  40  FR  58753  indicated 
that  the  Department  had  determined 
that  the  requirement  for  oil  safety  con¬ 
trols  as  originally  published  in  §  280.707 
(f)  of  the  September  2,  1975,  final  rule 
was  redundant.  The  Department  stated 
the  following  reasons  for  its  determina¬ 
tion: 

(a)  Adequate  safety  controls  are  presently 
provided  In  oil  flred  furnaces, 

(b)  Equipment  redesign  has  eliminated 
previous  melting  point  problems, 


(c)  There  may  be  adverse  effects  to  furnace 
operation  and  durability  associated  with  in¬ 
discriminate  power  interruption  to  the  cir¬ 
culatory  air  blower,  and 

(d)  The  primary  goal  In  the  event  of  any 
fire  is  to  remove  all  occupants  from  the 
mobile  home,  rather  than  encourage  the  oc¬ 
cupant  to  remain  In  a  burning  unit,  while 
attempting  to  cut  off  oil  flow  in  case  of  a 
furnace  fire. 

However,  certain  reference  standards  in 
the  table  provided  in  §  280.703  contained 
a  requirement  for  these  devices.  There¬ 
fore,  this  paragraph  (f)  is  being  added 
to  make  it  clear  that  the  requirement  for 
external  switches,  remote  controls,  and 
emergency  disconnect  switches  for  oil 
fired  heating  equipment  has  been  deleted. 
While  the  referenced  standards  cited 
remain  in  the  table  provided  in  section 
280.703,  section  280.4  states:  “Whenever 
reference  standards  are  inconsistent,  the 
requirements  of  this  standard  prevail  to 
the  extent  of  the  inconsistency.”  This 
amendment  merely  codifies  the  practice 
that  has  been  followed  since  publication 
of  the  preamble  language  discussed 
above. 

6.  Finally,  §280.708  is  being  amended 
so  that  the  clothes  dryer  moisture-lint 
exhaust  duct  is  no  longer  required  to  be 
listed  as  a  component  of  the  appliance 
since  the  Department  has  determined 
that  such  devices  are  not  ordinarily  cer¬ 
tified  as  components  of  the  appliance. 
However,  the  moisture-lint  exhaust  duct 
and  termination  fittings  are  to  be  in¬ 
stalled  in  accordance  with  the  appliance 
manufacturer’s  printed  instructions. 
Under  the  amendment,  mobile  home 
manufacturers  are  required  to  provide 
printed  installation  instructions  when¬ 
ever  provision  for  a  future  clothes  dryer 
has  been  made.  This  assures  that  con¬ 
sumers  and  others  have  proper  instruc¬ 
tions  on  how  to  comidete  the  installation 
of  the  exhaust  duct  system.  This  amend- 
men  also  requires  that  the  manufacturer 
install  an  electrical  receptacle  where 
wiring  has  been  provided  for  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  a  future  electrical  clothes  dry¬ 
er.  This  change  is  being  made  since  con¬ 
fusion  has  arisen  over  what  constitutes 
an  acceptable  electrical  connection  for 
future  installation  of  an  electric  clothes 
dryer.  The  confusion  resulted  in  poten¬ 
tially  unsafe  situations  for  consumers 
and  others  when  installing  electric 
clothes  dryers.  This  amendment  reflects 
present  practice  and  the  Department’s 
interpretation  of  the  previous  language. 

For  the  reasons  stated  with  respect  to 
each  amendment,  the  Secretary  has  de¬ 
termined  that  it  would  be  unnecessary 
and  cMitrary  to  the  public  interest  to 
publish  these  amendments  for  public 
comment.  Good  cause  exists  for  making 
these  amendments  effective  on  publica¬ 
tion  . 

A  Finding  of  Inapplicability  of  Section 
102(2)  (c)  of  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969  has  been  made  in  ac¬ 
cordance  wdth  HUD  Handbook  1390.1.  It 
is  available  for  public  inspection  in  the 
o£Bce  of  the  Rules  Docket  Clerk,  Room 
5218,  UJ3.  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  451  Seventh  Street, 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20410,  during 
normal  business  hours. 
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Note. — It  Is  hereby  certified  that  the 
economic  and  Inflationary  Impacts  of  the 
propKDsed  rule  have  been  carefully  evaluated 
in  accordance  with  OMB  Circular  A-107. 

Tliese  amendments  are  being  signed 
by  two  Assistant  Secretaries  because  the 
standards  were  originally  codified  in  the 
Federal  Regulations  Chapter  assigned  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing  Pro¬ 
duction  and  Mortgage  Credit,  but  the 
substantive  authority  for  the  program 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Neighborhoods,  Voluntary 
Associations  and  Consumer  Protection. 

Accordingly,  24  CFR  Part  280  is 
amended  as  follows; 

1.  By  adding  the  following  sentence  to 
the  end  of  §  280.208(d) : 

§  280.208  Mobile  Home  Fire  Detection 

Equipment. 

*  •  •  *  * 

(d)  *  •  *  The  smoke  detector  shall 
not  be  placed  on  any  branch  circuit  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  groimd  fault  circuit  inter¬ 
rupter.  (See  section  280.208(b)). 

2.  By  revising  §  280.603(b)  (4)  (iii)  to 
read  as  follows; 

§  280.603  General  requirements. 

*  •  •  •  • 

(b)  •  •  * 

(4)  *  •  • 

(i)  A  receptacle  outlet  for  the  use  of 
a  heat  tape  located  on  the  underside  of 
the  mobile  home  within  2  feet  of  the 
water  supply  inlet.  The  receptacle  outlet 
provided  shall  not  be  placed  on  a  branch 
circuit  which  is  protected  by  a  ground 
fault  circuit  interrupter. 

*  *  *  •  • 

3.  By  revising  the  last  sentence  of 
§  280.612(a)  to  read  as  follows; 

§  280.612  Test  and  inspection. 

(a)  *  *  •  The  test  shall  be  made  by 
subjecting  the  system  to  air  or  water  at 
lOO  psi  for  15  minutes  without  loss  of 
pressure. 

•  •  •  •  • 

4.  By  revising  the  first  sentence  of 
§  280.705(1)  (3)  to  read  as  follows; 

§  280.705  Gas  piping  systems. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(!)*•• 

(3)  Valves.  A  shutoff  valve  shall  be  In¬ 
stalled  in  the  fuel  piping  at  each  appli¬ 


ance  inside  the  mobile  home  structure, 
upstream  of  the  union  or  connector  in 
addition  to  any  valve  on  the  appliance 
and  so  arranged  to  be  accessible  to  per¬ 
mit  servicing  of  the  appliance  and  re¬ 
moval  of  its  components.  *  *  * 

«  •  •  •  # 

5.  By  adding  paragraph  (f)  to  §  280.707 
as  follows : 

§  280.707  Heat  producuig  appliunres. 

♦  *  «  •  * 

(f)  Oil  fired  heating  equipment.  All 
oil  fired  heating  equipment  shall  conform 
to  UL  307(A)-1969  or  ANSI  147.1-1969 
and  be  installed  in  accordance  with 
NFPA  31-1974.  Regardless  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  above  referenced  standards, 
or  any  other  reference  standards,  the 
following  are  not  required;  (1)  External 
switches  or  remote  controls  which  shut 
off  the  burner  or  the  flow  of  oil  to  the 
burner,  or  (2)  An  emergency  disconnect 
switch  to  interrupt  electric  power  to  the 
equipment  under  conditions  of  excessive 
temperature. 

6.  Section  280.708  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows; 

§  280.708  Exhaust  duct  system  and  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  future  installation  of 
a  clothes  dryer. 

(a)  General.  (1)  All  gas  and  electric 
clothes  dryers  shall  be  exhausted  to  the 
outside  by  a  moisture-lint  exhaust  duct 
and  termination  fitting.  When  the 
clothes  drj'er  is  supplied  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer,  the  exhaust  duct  and  termina¬ 
tion  fittings  shall  be  completely  installed 
by  the  manufacturer.  However,  if  the 
exhaust  duct  system  is  subject  to  damage 
during  transportation,  it  need  not  be 
completely  installed  at  the  factory  when; 
(i)  The  exhaust  duct  system  is  con¬ 
nected  to  the  clothes  dryer,  and  (ii)  a 
moisture  lint  exhaust  duct  system  is 
roughed  in  and  installation  instructions 
are  provided  in  accordance  with  section 
280.708  (b)(3)  or  (c). 

(2)  A  clothes  dryer  moisture-lint  ex¬ 
haust  duct  shall  not  be  connected  to  any 
other  duct,  vent  or  chimney. 

(3)  The  exhaust  duct  shall  not  termi¬ 
nate  beneath  the  mobile  home. 

(4)  Moisture-lint  exhaust  ducts  shall 
not  be  connected  with  sheet  metal  screws 


or  other  fastening  devices  which  extend 
into  the  interior  of  the  duct. 

(5)  Moisure-lint  exhaust  duct  and 
termination  fittings  shall  be  installed  in 
accordance  with  the  appliance  manufac¬ 
turer’s  printed  instructions. 

(b)  Provisions  for  future  installation 
of  a  gas  clothes  dryer.  A  mobile  home 
may  be  provided  with  “stubbed-in” 
equipment  at  the  factory  to  supply  a  gas 
clothes  dryer  for  future  installation  by 
the  owmer  provided  it  complies  with  the 
following  provisions:  (1)  The  “stubbed- 
in”  gas  outlet  shall  be  provided  with  a 
shutoff  valve,  the  outlet  of  which  is 
closed  by  threaded  pipe  plug  or  cap;  (2) 
the  “stubbed-in”  gas  outlet  shall  be  per¬ 
manently  labeled  to  identify  it  for  use 
only  as  the  supply  connection  for  a  gas 
clothes  dryer;  (3)  a  moisture-lint  ex¬ 
haust  duct  system  shall  be  roughed  in 
by  the  manufacturer.  The  manufacturer 
shall  provide  written  instructions  to  the 
owner  on  how  to  complete  the  exhaust 
duct  installation  in  accordance  with  pro¬ 
visions  of  §  280.708(a)  (1)  through  (5). 

(c)  Provisions  for  future  installation 
of  an  electric  clothes  dryer.  When  wiring 
is  installed  to  supply  an  electric  clothes 
dryer  for  future  installation  by  the 
owner,  the  manufacturer  shall:  (1)  Pro¬ 
vide  a  roughed  in  moisture-lint  exhaust 
duct  system;  (2)  install  a  receptacle  for 
future  connection  of  the  dryer;  (3)  pro¬ 
vide  wTitten  instructions  on  how  to  com¬ 
plete  the  exhaust  duct  installation  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  §  280.- 
708(a)(1)  through  (5). 

(Secs.  604  and  625  of  the  National  Mobile 
Home  Construction  and  Safety  Standards  Act 
of  1974,  (42  U.S.C.  5403  and  5424  and  §  7(d), 
Department  of  HUD  Act,  42  U.S.C.  3535(d) ) .) 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.,  Septem¬ 
ber  28, 1977. 

Geno  C.  Baroni, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tions  and  Consumer  Protec¬ 
tion. 

Lawrence  B.  Simons, 

,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing, 
Federal  Housing  Commis¬ 
sioner. 

[FR  Doc.77-29254  Plied  9-30-77; 3 : 59  pm] 
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NOTICES 


[4210-01  ] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND 
URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  Voluntary  Associations,  and 
Consumer  Protection 

[Docket  No.  N-77-6771 

MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
SAFETY  STANDARDS 

Interpretative  Bulletins  D-1-77  and 
F-2-77 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Sousing  and 
Urban  Development. 

ACTION:  Final  interpretative  bulletins, 

SUMMARY:  These  are  two  final  inter¬ 
pretative  bulletins  related  to  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Mobile  Home  Construction  and 
Safety  Standards.  Interpretative  Bul¬ 
letin  D-1-77  clarifies  how  lumber  mois¬ 
ture  content  is  to  be  measured  and 
evaluated. 

The  issuance  of  this  bulletin  has  been 
prompted  by  the  use  of  improper  prac¬ 
tices  and  evaluations  made  in  determin¬ 
ing  if  the  moisture  content  in  lumber 
met  the  requirements  of  the  standard. 
Interpretative  Bulletin  F-2-77  provides 
guidance  to  the  industry  and  consumers 
regarding  the  language  used  on  the  heat 
loss  certificate. 

The  issuance  of  F-2-77  has  been 
prompted  by  confusion  in  the  industry 
over  the  substantive  impact  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  on  the  heat  loss  certificate.  A 
comprehensive  index  of  all  currently  ef¬ 
fective  interpretative  bulletins  is  also 
included  with  this  notice. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  December  5,  1977, 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Richard  A.  Mendlen,  Standards 
Branch,  Mobile  Home  Standards  Divi¬ 
sion,  OflBce  of  Neighborhoods,  Volun¬ 
tary  Associations  and  Consumer  Pro¬ 
tection,  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  451  Seventh 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20410, 
Room  4228,  telephone  202-472-4771. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
The  Department  initially  published  these 
interpretative  bulletins  in  proposed  form 
in  the  Federal  Register  at  42  FR  5985 
on  January  31,  1977.  The  public  com¬ 
ment  period  closed  on  February  28,  1977, 
but  all  comments  received  since  that 
date  have  been  considered. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-1-77 — ^Lum¬ 
ber  Moisture  Content  Measurement 
AND  Evaluation 

Interpretative  Bulletin  D-9-77  as  pub¬ 
lished  on  January  31,  1977,  has  been  re¬ 
designated  D-1-77  to  be  compatible  with 
the  Department’s  indexing  procedure. 
This  bulletin  is  being  issued  to  establish 
the  proper  methods  and  measurement 
practices  to  be  used  in  assuring  that 
dimensional  and  board  lumber  used  in 
mobile  homes  not  exceed  19  percent 
moisture  content  at  the  time  of  installa¬ 
tion,  as  required  by  24  CFR  280.304(a). 
The  final  bulletin  establishes  that  the 


tests  to  be  used  in  evaluating  the  mois¬ 
ture  content  are  those  set  out  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Society  for  Testing  and  Materials 
(ASTM)  Standard  D-2016,  As  a  result  of 
comments  received  on  the  proposed  bul¬ 
letin,  the  final  version  also  states  where 
on  the  liunber  specimens  the  measure¬ 
ments  must  be  taken,  and  it  allows  the 
moisture  content  reading  for  a  piece  of 
lumber  to  be  corrected  for  temperature 
and  species  if  either  are  different  from 
those  used  to  calibrate  the  meter  being 
used  to  make  the  measurements. 

'The  bulletin  describes  how  electrode 
resistance  type  moisture  meters  must  be 
used  if  that  is  the  method  chosen  to 
evaluate  moisture  content.  The  final  bul¬ 
letin  requires  that  a  meter  with  in¬ 
sulated  needles  be  used,  since  it  provides 
a  more  accurate  reading  than  a  meter 
utilizing  uninsulated  needles.  The  bul¬ 
letin  also  includes  the  originally  pro¬ 
posed  limitations  on  use  of  the  meters 
on  wet  lumber  and  the  statement  that 
lumber  in  a  temporarily  wet  condition 
shall  be  allowed  time  to  dry  before  meas¬ 
uring  moisture  content. 

The  final  bulletin  remains  essentially 
unchanged  with  regard  to  the  acceptance 
of  lumber  which  is  identified  by  a  na¬ 
tionally  recognized  grading  agency  as 
having  a  moisture  content  not  greater 
than  19  percent.  However,  the  bulletin 
now  provides  that  if  a  lot  or  components 
of  a  lot  of  identified  lumber  is  suspected 
of  containing  excessive  moisture,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  re-verify  the  moisture 
content  as  not  being  in  excess  of  19  per¬ 
cent  by  testing  a  random  sampling  of  lot 
specimens. 

The  bulletin  states  that  the  moisture 
content  of  lumber  that  has  not  been 
identified  by  a  nationally  recognized 
grading  agency  be  verified  by  sampling 
procedures  described  in  ASTM  D-2016. 

In  response  to  a  public  comment,  the 
bulletin  clarifies  that  these  procedures 
are  also  applicable  to  lumber  used  in 
preassembled  components  (i.e.,  trusses, 
etc.).  Also  in  response  to  public  com¬ 
ment,  this  bulletin  makes  it  clear  that 
regardless  of  what  method  is  used  to 
establish  acceptable  moisture  content, 
all  lumber  is  subject  to  verification  as  to 
moisture  content  at  the  time  of  installa¬ 
tion  in  the  factory. 

Finally  the  bulletin  requires  that  all 
lumber  be  surface  dry  at  the  time  of 
installation,  as  did  the  proposed  bul¬ 
letin. 

Comments  were  also  received  with 
respect  to  two  other  issues  related  to 
lumber  moisture  content.  One  com- 
menter  suggested  that  there  be  meas¬ 
urement  requirements  for  lumber 
greater  than  2"  nominal  thickness.  The 
Department  did  not  follow  this  sugges¬ 
tion  because  such  lumber  is  not  com¬ 
monly  used  in  mobile  homes. 

Another  commenter  suggested  that 
there  be  a  requirement  that  all  lumber 
surfaces  be  tested  for  dryness  and  mois¬ 
ture  content.  The  Department  believes 
that  the  sampling  methods  provided  for 
by  the  bulletin  provide  adequate  protec- 
ticm  and,  therefore,  did  not  adopt  this 
suggestion. 


Interpretative  Bulletin  P-2-77 — Heat 
Loss  Certificate 

Interpretative  Bulletin  F-2-77  makes 
it  clear  that  the  heat  loss  certificate  re¬ 
quired  by  24  CFR  280.510(b)  does  not 
govern  what  type  of  heating  equipment 
must  be  installed  in  the  mobile  home. 
The  temperature  shown  on  the  heating 
certificate  relating  to  maximum  furnace 
operating  economy  and  optimum  energy 
conservation  is  provided  only  to  advise  - 
consumers  in  selecting  mobile  homes 
that  are  energy  efficient  for  the  areas 
where  they  are  to  be  located. 

The  proposed  version  of  this  bulletin 
was  discussed  by  the  National  Mobile 
Home  Advisory  Council,  which  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Department  take  no 
action  which  would  encourage  unnec¬ 
essary  energy  consumption  in  mobile 
homes.  This  interpretation  and  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  §  280.510(b)  are  consist¬ 
ent  with  the  recommendation  because 
they  assist  the  consumer  in  purchasing 
an  energy  eflBcient  home. 

There  is  currently  no  restriction  on 
furnace  sizing  as  it  relates  to  energy 
conservation.  The  Department  believes 
that  such  a  restriction  would  be  inap¬ 
propriate  because  variations  in  equip¬ 
ment  certification,  temperature,  wind 
velocity,  and  atmospheric  pressure  con¬ 
ditions  may  require  larger  furnaces  in 
a  particular  location  despite  the  fact 
that  the  larger  furnace  would  not  be 
necessary  for  most  of  the  general  geo¬ 
graphical  area  as  set  out  in  the  stand¬ 
ards.  The  final  bulletin  includes  the 
reference  to  variations  in  equipment 
certification,  which  was  not  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  version. 

Comprehensive  Index — Interpretations 
OF  THE  Mobile  Home  Standards 

Included  in  this  notice  is  a  compre¬ 
hensive  index  of  all  currently  effective 
interpretative  bulletins  issued  under  24 
CFR  Part  280.  This  index  includes  bul- 
lettins  issued  through  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register  as  well  as  those  issued 
through  distribution  without  publication 
in  the  Federal  Register.  The  index  de¬ 
letes  reference  to  Interpretative  Bulle¬ 
tin  G-1-76  since  an  amendment  to  sec¬ 
tion  280.603(b)  (4)  (iii)  being  published 
concurrently  with  this  index  renders  that 
bulletin  obsolete  and  unnecessary.  Ref¬ 
erence  to  Interpretative  Bulletin  H-3-77 
is  being  deleted  for  the  same  reason. 

A  Finding  of  Inapplicability  of  Sec¬ 
tion  102(c)  of  the  National  Environ¬ 
mental  Policy  Act  of  1969  has  been  made 
in  accordance  with  HUD  Handbook 
1390.1.  It  is  available  for  public  inspec¬ 
tion  in  the  Office  of  the  Rules  Docket 
Clerk,  Room  5218,  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  451 
Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20410,  during  normal  business  hours. 

Note. — It  Is  hereby  certified  that  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  infiationary  impacts  of  the  inter¬ 
pretative  bulletins  have  been  carefully 
evaluated  in  accordance  with  OMB  Circular 
A-107. 

Accordingly,  24  CFR  280.304(a)  and 
280.S10(b)  are  Interpreted  as  follows: 
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Interpretative 

bulletin 


Subject 


Section  (s) 


A-1-77  Identification  of  Manufacturer  and  State  of  Manufacturer  in  the  Mobile  280.6. 

Home  Serial  Number. 

A-2-77  Durability  of  Information  on  Data  Plate . .  280.5(a). 

H-1-76  SwinRing  Exterior  Passage  Door  Dimensions . . .  280.1(15. 

11-2-76  Interior  I)oor  Construction . .  280.108,  280.304. 

B-3-76  Interior  Door  in  a  Hallway . .  280.113. 

C-1-76  last  of  Material  Applications  not  Requiring  flame  Spread  Certification..  280.203(a). 

C-2-76  Fire  Protection  for  Fujnace  and  Water  Heater  Spaces. .  280.203(aH3), 

280.203(b). 

r-3-76  Combustible  Kitchen  Cabinet  Protection .  280.204. 

(f-4-76  »4-in.  Maximum  Foam  Plastic  Siding  Hacker  Board . : .  280.207(b). 

C-,5-76  Foam  Plastic  Insulating  Sheathing  Materials .  280.207fB). 

C-1-77  Smoke  Detector  Standard,  Waiver. . 2S0.208(c). 

D-1-76  .\llowal)lc  Design  Stresses  for  Board  Lumber .  280..30:i(t),  280..304. 

l)-2-76  Cari)et  Application . . . . .  280..305(a). 

D-3-76  Structural  Design  Criteria,  Wind  Load . . .  280.305tb). 

D-4-76  Structural  Design  Criteria,  “Net”  Uplift .  280.305(c)  (1)  and  (2). 

D-5-76  Structural  Design  Criteria,  Allowable  Eave  Delleclion .  280.305(d). 

D-6-76  Structural  design  criteria,  interior  partitions . . . . .  280.305(f)(2). 

D-7-76  Structural  design  criteria,  tie  down  systems .  280..306(a).  280.300  0- 

D-8-76  Floor  covering  application  in  areas  subject  to  excessive  moisture .  280.305(g)(2). 

D-1-77  Lumber  moisture  content  mea.surement  and  evaluation . 2S0..304(a). 

E-1-76  Alternate  test  procedure  in  lieu  of  testing  to  failure;  a’lowable  design  live  280.-101(b). 

load  determination  for  tested  assemblies. 

E-2-76  Uplift  te.sting .  280. 102 fc) (2). 

E-3-76  Egress  windows .  280.404. 

F'-l-76  Condensation  control,  exterior  sheathing .  280-504 (b)(2). 

F-1-77  Air  infiltration  at  wall  to  wall,  wall  to  ceiling,  wall  to  lloor  connection_ _  280..505(a)(2). 

F-2-77  Heat  loss  certificate . . . 2S0.510(b). 

0-2-76  Msister  cold  water  shutoff  valve .  280.600(b)(1). 

0-3-76  Antisiphon  trap  vent  device,  materials .  280.61 1(d)  (.5). 

G-1-77  Plastic  drain  line  fittings . • .  280.610fg)  (2)  afid  (.3). 

0-2-77  Accessibility  to  pluml'.ing  fixtures .  280.607(c)(1). 

11-1-76  Provision  of  exterior  furnace/air  conditioning  appliance .  280.700(a)(1). 

H-2-76  Preparation  of  mobile  home  for  external  heating/cooling  systems .  280.700(e)(6). 

H-3-76  Vertical  clearance  over  cooking  top. .  280.700(0. 

II-1-77  Clothes  dryer/rough-in  of  moisture  lint  exhaust  duct  system .  280.708  (b)(.3)  and  (c). 

H-2-77  IT nderentting  of  bathroom  doors .  280.175(b)(1)  and  (4). 

1-1-76  Installation  of  “snap-in”  type  boxes .  280.808(n). 

1-2-76  flxtcrior  lighting  outlet  requirements . 2S0.813(a). 

1-1-77  Location  and  type  of  outdoor  receptacle  outlet. .  280.806(d)(8). 

1-2-77  External  heating  or  air  conditioning  equipment  wiring  protection,  waiver.  280.808(k). 

J-1-76  Clarification  and  guidance  regarding  transportation  standards . Subpt.  J. 


Intebpretative  Bulletin  D-1-77 

LUMBER  MOISTURE  CONTENT  MEASUREMENT 
AND  EVALUATION  SECTION  280.304 

Moisture  content  for  dimensional  and 
board  lumber  shall  be  evaluated  by  test 
methods  described  in  ASTM  D-2016.  The 
moisture  content  shall  be  measured  near  the 
middle  of  the  wide  face  of  the  lumber  at 
least  20  inches  from  the  end  of  the  specimen 
being  evaluated.  The  moisture  content  read¬ 
ing  may  be  corrected  for  temperature  and 
species  if  the  specimen  being  evaluated  Is 
different  from  that  used  to  calibrate  the 
meter. 

If  an  electrode  resistance  type  moisture 
meter  Is  used  to  evaluate  moisture  content, 
a  meter  with  insulated  needles  shall  be  used. 
The  needles  shall  be  driven  to  a  depth  of 
for  board  lumber  of  1”  nominal 
thickness  and  for  dimensional  lumber 


of  2”  nominal  thickness.  Electrical  resistance 
meters  shall  not  be  used  on  material  that 
has  recently  been  exposed  to  rain,  dew,  or 
high  humidity  and  Is  In  a  temporarily  wet 
condition.  Lumber  in  a  temporarily  wet  con¬ 
dition  shall  be  allowed  adequate  time  to  dry 
prior  to  checking  the  moisture  content. 

Dimensional  and  board  lumber  which  Is 
identified  by  a  nationally  recognized  grad¬ 
ing  agency  as  having  a  moisture  content  not 
to  exceed  19  percent  may  be  accepted  as  In 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this 
section.  However,  if  a  lot  or  components  of 
a  lot  of  Identified  lumber  Is  suspected  of 
having  excessive  moisture,  the  moisture  con¬ 
tent  may  be  re-verified  as  not  being  In  ex¬ 
cess  of  19  percent  by  evaluating  a  random 
sampling  of  lot  specimens. 

The  moisture  content  of  each  lot  of  non- 
Identlfied  dimensional  and  board  lumber 
shall  be  verified  by  sampling  procedures  de¬ 


scribed  in  ASTM  D-2016  (20  specimens  or  10 
percent  of  the  lot,  whichever  is  greater) . 

Begardless  of  the  method  used  to  establish 
that  the  moisture  content  of  lumber  does  not 
exceed  19  percent,  all  lumber  surfaces  shall 
be  dry  and  all  lumber  subject  to  verification 
as  to  moisture  content  at  the  time  of  instal¬ 
lation  in  the  factory. 

The  sampling  and  measurement  criteria 
set  out  in  this  bulletin  are  also  applicable  to 
pre-assembled  components  containing  di¬ 
mensional  and  board  lumber. 

Interpretative  Bulletin  F-2-77 

HEAT  LOSS  certificate - SECTION  280.510(b) 

The  temperature  shown  on  the  heating 
certificate  relating  to  maximum  furnace  op¬ 
erating  economy  and  optimum  energy  con¬ 
servation  is  provided  as  an  advisory  recom¬ 
mendation  to  consumers  in  selecting  an 
energy  efficient  mobile  home  that  is  suitable 
for  the  climatic  requirements  of  the  area  in 
which  the  home  is  to  be  installed.  However, 
this  recommendation  on  operating  economy 
and  energy  conservation  is  not  Intended  to 
prohibit  manufacturers  from  installing  heat¬ 
ing  equipment  having  a  larger  capacity  than 
required  to  maintain  an  Indoor  temperature 
of  70®  P  in  the  climatic  zone  specified  on  the 
heating  certificate.  Such  a  prohibition  would 
be  Inappropriate  because  variations  in  equip¬ 
ment  certification,  temperature,  wind  veloc¬ 
ity,  and  atmospheric  pressure  conditions  may 
require  larger  heating  equipment  to  main¬ 
tain  an  average  of  70°  F  temperature  inside 
of  the  home. 

However,  regardless  of  the  size  of  furnace 
installed,  the  outdoor  winter  design  tempera¬ 
ture  (97  Vi  percent)  specified  on  the  heating 
certificate  shall  be  determined  In  accordance 
with  the  method  described  in  footnote  1  of 
§  280.510(b). 

(Secs.  604,  625,  National  Mobile  Home  Con¬ 
struction  and  Safety  Standards  Act  of  1974 
(42  U.S.C.  5403,  5424);  sec.  7(d),  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  Act  (42 
U.S.C.  3535(d)).) 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C.,  Septem¬ 
ber  28.  1977. 

Geno  C.  Baroni, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tions,  and  Consumer  Protec¬ 
tion. 
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